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_ A Faſt-Sermon 


Upon JOEL II. 13. 


Rent your Heart and not your Garments, and twrn unto 
the Lord your God. 3 0 


Y the Commands of God and the Government, we are 
here aſſembled to celebrate a Faſt, and I have choſen this 
Text as ſuitable to the Occaſion, becauſe it inſtructs us 
how to perform our Duty herein both acceptably unto 
God, and profitably unto our ſelves ; without which 

our preſent Faſting, and all our Religious Performances, are but 

a meer mocking of the Almighty, and putting a Cheat upon our 

own Souls. 

I ſhall not inſiſt on the Context any farther then to give you a 
general ſcope of this Prophecy, that you may ſee how this Com- 
mand in the Text, to rent our Heart and not our Garments, doth 
ariſe. | 

The Prophet foreſceing ſundry Judgments of God im endi g., 
and ready to fall on this drouſie ſtupid ſottiſh People.,calls on them 
to awake : Awake ye Drunkards, Chap.1.5. and weep and howl all 
ye drinkers of Wine : And when he hath thus awakened them, he 
gives them ſuch a dreadful deſcription of thoſe Judgments that 
the Lord was a bringing on their Land, that he declares the very 
Earth ſhall quake before them, nay the Heavens themſelves ſhall trem- 
ble at them, inthe 1oth verſe of. this Chapter ; and certainly they 
puſt be notable Judgments that makes both Heaven and Earth to 
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quake and tremble at them. You read in many places ſuch Judg- 
ments threatned that:the-Earth ſhould tremble at them ; but here 
are ſuch Judgments as: ſhall make the Earth and Heavers roo, to 
tremble : ' Well therefore-might: the Prophet, after this amazing 
deſcription of this great and terrible day of Judgment, which he 
denounced was coming on them, ask.this queſtion, Who was able 
to abide it ? ver{.11. For if the Earth quake, and the Heavens trem- 
ble at it, *tis no marvel that the. Simners 4 Zion are afraid, and that 
fearfulnefs ſuxprizeth the Hypocrites,: as Iſaiah expreſſeth it, ſa. 
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The Prophet having thus declared the greatnefs and terrible- 


neſs of their approaching-Doom, propoſeth to them the one and 


onely way to prevent 'it, andthat 15s Repertance. One branch of 
which Propoſition, 1s this of my Text ; for the whole runs thus : 
Therefore: alſa now ſaith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with all your 
: heart,and with faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning,verl.12. 
and rent your heart, and not your Garments, as here in the Text. 

To which,,thus briefly Lhave brought you, and given you the 
occaſion of theſe words, Rent. your Heart and not your Garments.: 
Which before I handle, } muſt ctaye leave to give you. theſe fol- 
lowing Remarks upon the Context. 

3. 'Fhat the Almighty ſeldom or never ſtrikes a Nation with 

his Judgments, but he gives them firſt a Warning of it. 
. 2... Fhat the Warnings that God gives a Nation of his approa- 
ching Judgments, ought to rouz and awaken them to their Dury. 

3. That nothing can avert Gods Judgmerts on a Nation for 
their Sins, but Repentance. 
 4- That it hath ever been the wont and'practice of the true 
Prophets and faithful] Miniſters of God, to preach forgivenef of 
Sins and averſioz of Judgments, upon no other terms but Reper- 
$ence onely.. - Ne, | 

And now I proceed with the Text, Rent your heart ard not your 
Garments, and tern unto the Lord your God. Wherein you have 
theſe three particulars. | | 

Two Duties. enjoyned. And 
- One Prattce forbidden. 
_*. The two Daties enjoyned, are theſe : 
t. Kent your Heart. 
2. Turn unto the Lord your God. 


The Prattice forbidden, is, That they fhoxld not rent their bn 
The: 
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. . The whole Text is but a figurarive Expreſſion ; for it was a Cu- 
ftom amongſt the Jews, upon the hearing of any ſad diſaſter that 
either had or was like to happen upon their Nation in general, or 
upon their Families or themſelves 1n particular, to ret their Gar- 
nents. So upon the ſight of Joſeph's Coat, the Patriark Jacob rens 
his Cloaths, Gen.37-34- through an apprehenſion that his Son was 
deſtroyed ; and fo you find King Hezekrah, upon that - inveCtive 
and menacing Speech of Rabſhekg, rent his Cloaths, Wa.37.1. Like- 
wiſe Ezra, upon hearing the enormous behaviour of the People, 
rent his Garments and his Mantle, Ezra g.3. And you read that 
F amar, King David*s Daughter, being raviiſhed by her Brother 
Amnen, rent her Garment of avers cclours, 2 S2m.13-19. 

But this external ſign of Sorrow grew at length ſo into meer cy- 
ſtom and formality, that it ſignified no moxe the ſence of their 
mir.d*-, then our common wearing of Mourning does: And there- 
fore God, that did accept it while there was any thing in it, now 
it was grown to be a Ceremony only, would have none of it, bus 
expreſly forbids it, faying, Kent your heart and n t your Garments. 
As if the Lord ſhould ſay, Come, don't ye think to cheat me with 
your pitiful feigned and formal Repentance of renting your Gar- 
ments, and tearing your Cloaths, while you keep your fins whole ; 
But inſtead of all this ado of renting your Garments, rent your 
Hearts : *Tis r.ot your Cloaths, *tis your Wickednef and-your Cor- 
r4ptions that I would have you rent off from you. Wherefore renc 

your Hearts, the Seat and Fountain of all your guilt ; and don: ye 
think that the tearing your Coats ſhall expiate your Sins, or make 
an amends for your breaking my Commands; and the defiling your 
own Conſciences. 

Wherefore the Text affords us this Propoſition :: 

That true Repentance, and ſuch as ts acceptable to God, conſiſts not 
in any formal exterior Obſervations, bat in the renting off of Sin from 
the Heart. 

. The terms of this Propofition are ſo plam that they need no ex- 
Planation : for the known and common acceptation of Kepentance, 
15 the be, that /t is an Averſton from Sin, and 4 Gy toGod 
- Andby format and exterior Obſery/teons, is meant ſuch Religi- 
ous Performances as Cuſtom and: Tradition, not Divine Injunttion, 
hath deliver*d to, and impoſed upon us. And therefore E-proceed 
to the proof of the Propoſition, which is two-fold : 
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x. Negative, That true Repentance, and ſuch as is acceptable 
to God, conſiſts not in any formal outward Obleryations. 

2. Poſitive, That it doth conſiſt in renting off Sin from the 
heart. But I doubt I ſhall not be able in this preſent opportunity 
to reach unto this ſecond head of our Propoſition. Wherefore to 
the firſt or negative part thereof. : 

1. That true Repentance, and ſuch as 1s acceptable unto God, 
conſiſts not in any formal exterior Obſervations : For the proof 
of this part of the Propoſition, take ye the Phariſees, who certaiu- 
ly were the greateſt Sticklers for, and Promoters of ſuch Obſerva- 
tions, of any Generation of wen that ever you read of, either in 
ſacred IWrt, or in prophane : for they were ſo caten up with the ruſt 
and canker of Ceremonics and Traditions, that Chriſt tells you, 
that they made the Commandments of God of none effect by them, Mar. 

x5-6. and yet you find theſe men, for all their multitudes of forma- 
lities and ſuperficial Obſervations, were ſo far from true Repen- 
tance, and ſuch as is acceptable unto God, that our bleſſed Lord 
accounts and calls them but Hyp:crites, who though they did draw 
nigh to himwith their mouth, and honoxr him with their lips, yet their 
hearts were far from him, verſ.7,8. And therefore it is worthy your 
notice, that our Saviour denounces more Woes againſt this Gencra- 
tion, then againſt all the World beſides ; and teſtifies that for all 
their pretended zeal and ſanCtity,in their formal and outward de- 
meanor, that very Publicans and Harlots (though they are but a 
brace ofthe moſt hateful and abject kind of People that the World 
has in it; yet even thoſe) ſhould go into the Kingdom of Heaven be- 
Fore them, Matth.21.31. 

In 1/a.1.10,11. you meet with a Crew of Rulers and people ſo 
w:ckealy religions,that they quite nauſeated the Almighty with their 
Sacrifices; infomuch that God forbids them bringing any more : and 
yet for all this puther of Devotion, you find that theſe mighty re- 
ligious Rulers, were but Kwlers of Sodom, and theſe bigorred people, 
were but the people of Gomorrah, verſ.10. and therefore they and 
their Oblations both, were but a» abomination to the Lord. So that 
you ſee, true Repentance conſiſts not in exterior Obſervations. 
* The Prophet Jeremuah is commanded by the Lord in the begin- 
ning of Chap.7. to go and ſtand in the Lords Houſe, and to pro- 
claim there;to all that go z# at thoſe gates to worſhip the Lord, Thar 
they ſhould amend their ways and their doings : What ? Amend their 
ways and their doings when they are going into the Temple? And 
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going thither too to worſhip the Lord there ? Yes : for you may 26 
to Church, and to Gods worſhip, and yet go to the Devil too for all 
that, if you are but ſuch Worſhippers as theſe were : for in verſ.9. 
you have this Character of them, that they were 7h:eves, and Mur- 
derers, and Adulterers, and perjured Perſons, and Idolaters ; which are 
but a pretty odd parcel of Weorlhip rs of God : And yet, as odd as 
they are, you hardly find any in all the Scriptures that cry up the 
Temple, and God Almighties Church and Worſhip, at a higher 
rate then thele do,ver/.4. Infomuch that when the Prophet call'd for 
true Repentance from them, to prevent that great Captivity was 
coming on them ; they had ſuch a confidence in their Temple, and 
their worſhipping therein, that they would not credit him in any of 
the threatnings and denunciations againſt them. But for all their 
confidence in, and crying up of the Temple, pray ſee what a Reſo- 
lution the Lord takes up, concerning theſe wicked formal impious 
wretches; for he commands his Prophet, ver/.16. that he ſhould 
not ſo much as pray for them : Pray not thou (faith the Lord) for ths 
people, neither lift up ery nor prayer for them, neither make interceſſion to 
me, for I will not hear thee. Whata Church ! and a Church thar 
boaſts it ſeif ſo much in its Worſhip ! that pays ſo much Reverence 
and Reſpett to the Temple of the Lord ! that are ſuch conſtant fre- 
quenters of D:vine Service, and of his Worſhip therein ! and thet 
are every way ſoabundant in their Formalities and Religious Ob- 
ſervations ! and yet to be ſuch miſcreants that neither Cry nor Pray- 
er is to be lift up for them ! Yes, ſuch miſcreants you ſee a Church 
may be. Wherefore ?tis not your going to Church, no nor your 
performing Worſhip there, that will ought avail you, if you amend 
not your ways and your doings ; for theſe both went and worſhipped 
too in the Temple, and yet. you ſee what vile Wretches, nay very 
Caſtaways, they were for all that. . From whence *tis manifeſt;that 
rue Repentance, and ſuch as is acceptable unto God, confiſts net in 
any forma] out-ſide Performance whatſoever. 

And the Reaſons are plain : for if true Repentance, that is, ſuch 

aS is well-pleaſing toGod, did conſiſt in theſe cuſtomary external 
 Compliances ; then the wickedeſt men; and the worſt of Hypocr:tes, 
would be more acceptable to Ged, than the ſincereſt Chriſtians ; nay, 

| Papifts would be more acceptable God than Proteſtants; and Pagans 
theneither : for the worſe the Worſhip is, the more are the Cere- 

Montes. Balaam will have Seven Altars:to Elijah*s One : for they 

re fain to ſupply the defetts of their Worſhip by the mule;tude of ex- 

-teriox Pexformances and Obſervations, Agati, 
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(6) 
Apain, If true Repentance; and ſuch as is acceptable to God, did 
conſilt in ſuch Obſervations, then all the Scriptures were a falſity : 
For why ſhould the Lord command us to Rent our Hearts and not our 
Garments, if the renting of the Garments is that which is ascepta- 
ble to him ? Why ſhould the Lord profeſs himſelf to be weary of 
their Sacrifices, (though a part of the worſhip inſtituted by himſelf) 
In the firſt of //a:ah, and command us to waſh oxr ſelves, to make our 
ſelves clean by putting away the evil of our doings from before his Eyes, 
and bid us ceaſe to do-evil, and learn to do well? If muttering over 
a few Prayers by rote, and ſorrowful faces, £c. might ſerve the 
turn ; to what end are we told ia the holy Word of God, that the 
Lord is the Searcher of Hearts, and the 1ryer of Reins, and that he 
knows all our thoughts 4 far off, if in the work of Repentance, and 
all our Religious Performances, the formal and exterior Obſerva- 
tions are that which are acceptable to him? Nay, why is Reper- 
tance, why is Faith, why is Love called Work, and Labour in the Scri- 
pture ? Why is the way that leads to the Heavenly Kingdom called 
a narrow Way, and the Gate a ſtraight Gate, and we commanded to 
ferive to enter in, and told that mary ſhall ſeek to enter in that ſhall not 
be able ? For all this labour and toil may be ſaved, if formal and meer 
bodily Obſervations makes us acceptable unto God. The firſt wor- 
ſhip that we find performed unto God, are the Offerings of the two 
Brothers Cain and Abel, in Ger.4. and ſure no man can render a rea- 
ſon why Cazn and his Offering ſhould be rejected, if formal and ex- 
terior Obſervations be onely required by the Lord. 0 


Wherefore let us now ſee what profitable V/e we may make from 
this Branch of the Propoſition, T1bat rrue Repentance, and ſuch as is 
acceptable unto God, conſiſts not in any formal and exterior Obſer- 
Vations. 

1. And the firſt Uſe ſhall be for I-ſtruition. Is it ſo, that true 
Repentance confiſts not in any exterior Obſervations ? Thenhence 
we may learn how much and deſervedly they are to blame;that place 
Repentance more in renting dhe garment, then in renting the heart ; 
and that cry up Conformity toa Ceremony, or ſome external Ob- 
ſervation, as an eſſexr:al part of true Repentance :: Who inſtead of 
preaching upa good, a virtuous, and a Chr;#t:az Life, and of preſ- 
ling their People to bring forth Fruits meer for Repentance, do lay 
out a deal of Dul! Divinity in urging their Auditors to a thorow 
Conformity to a few Humorem and Capriciow Ceremonies. | 
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In the 15th of St. atth. and the beginning of the Chap- 
ter , you .find the Scribes and Pharzſees, for want of other 
matter, quarrelling our Saviour, becaule his Diſciples rranſ- 
greſſed the Traditicn of the Elders, in eating Bread withour 
waſhing their hands: A tidy crime, and caule of quarrel, was 
irnot ? And yet you may ſee by our Lords reatoning, that 
they were ſuch Traditional and Cer emony-Fopps , that they 
would quarrel him and his Dilciples too ſooner and fiercer up- 
on this account, than if they had broken a Commandment of 
God: Would to God the Papiſts oz!y had the Succeſſion of 
this Phariſaical temper among them ; but the more is the pity, 
we daily ſee and hear Proteſtant Phariices, as well as Pop:ſh, 
who had rather mix Heaven and Earth together, and hazard 
the confuſion of Church, nay and Srate too, than part with a 
dry and empty Ceremony : what if I ſhuuld inſtance but in 
Chriſtening with the Sign of the Croſs ? I doubt I am not un- 
charitable in thinking , that many even of « Proteſtant Mi- 
mſters, would rather never Chriften a Child at all, than to 
Chriſten it without that Ceremony, though they do acknow- 
ledge that Chriſtening is a D:vine Command, and the Signing 
with the Crots is but a Hzmane ; and that the Child is never the 
better for ir, nor never the worie without it. As for them in- 
deed that do think that the Sign of the Croſs hath ſome magical 
vertue in it, that it is a ſpiritual Spe to drive away Spirits and 
Hobgoblins, and a good guard againſt Zack, oth' Lanthorn and 
haunted Houſes, and that do believe it keeps the Devil in ſome 
better decorum towards us than otherwile he. would oblerve, 
they have ſome pretence to be tenacions of it ; but we that laugh 
at {uch fooleries, and that deny theſe Popiſh and pious Frauds, 
as fitter to be ridiculed than to have any Re verence done them ; 
for us, I fay, to be lo peeviſhly fond of it, as that we will break 
all che bonds of Zove and Peace rather than pare with it, does 
ſhew us rather of an obſtinate and a paſſionate, than of a Relti- 
gious Mind. ' 1 might initance in other Ceremonies alſo , bur 
this is ſufficient to inſtruct” us, that our Conformity to formal 
and exterior Obſervations in Religious matters, is no Eſſential 
part of a found and true Repentance. | 
Secondly, 1s it fo, that true Repentance, and ſuch as is ac- 
| ; ceptable 
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ceptable unto God, conſiſts not in any formal and exterior Ob- 
fervations ; then be ixſtrued not to overvalue them ; there is 
a mighty propenſity-in our Natures, to ay of our exterior Ob- 
{ervations, as Micah did of his Cenſecrated Levite, Fudg. 17.. 
laſt ver. Now know I, fays he, that the Lord will do me good, 
ſeeing T have a Levite to my Prieſt. But he was ſo miſtaken, 
that you find in the very next Chapter, that this very Prieſt, 
which he hugg'd himſelf ſo much for, joyn'd with a company 
of Robbers to plunder his Maſters Houſe, and ſteal away his 
Gods from him, wer. 20. So all your Confidence in the exter- 
nal parts of Religion, will but ſerve you like this Levite, Cheat 
and deceive you. Nay of all the deceits in nature this is the 
moſt dreadful, for it not only deludes you to the day of your: 
Death, but continues its deluſion at the very day of 7udgment ; 
for in the 7th of St. Matthew, you find that theſe Confidents 
come with ſuch a marvellous boldneſs to Chriſt, that they arge 
the matter with him, faying : Lord, Lord, have we not preach- 
ed in thy Name, and in thy Name have caſt out Devils, and in 
thy Name done many wonderful works ? verſ. 22, Nay the 
Evangeliſt St. Luke goes further, and tells you that theſe mi- 
ſaken Souls demand entrance into Heaven, ſaying ; Lord !/ 
Lord ! Open unto us : For we have (received the Sacrament) eat 
and drunk in thy preſence, and thou-taſt taught in our Streets, 
Luke 13. 25, 26. Good Lord ! what a dreadful deluſion is this, 
that carries exterior Profeſſors not only through Death, but 
to the day of Judgment too ? and are never convinced of their 
miſtake till they receive that final and eternal doom, Depart from 
me ye workers of Iniquity, v. 27. And certainly it is from hence 
that Sr. Fohn the Baptiſt thus chargeth the Phariſees and Sad- 
duces that came to his Baptiſm, Think not to ſay within your 
ons we have Abraham to our Father, Matth. 3. 9. As if 
e ſhould ſay ; Have a care, for that thought will make you. 
reſt ſhort of true Religion, and make you milſcarry at the laſt. 
And as St. Zohn bid them that they ſhould not think to fay, that 
they had Abraham to their Father ; 1o I bid you, do not think. 
to {ay that you have che Church for your Mother ; for it is not 
your being Sons of the Church,if you reckon your Sonſhip mere- 
ly from your Birth, or- Baptiſm or outward Conformiry , _ 
will. 
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will profic you any thing ; for you may come” to Church and 
perform all the Ceremonies and exterior parts of worſhip, and 
yer be bid depart at laſt among the workers of Iniquity, if the 
Power of Goalincſs as well as the Profeſſion thereot be not found 
in you : Wherefore, be inſtructed not to overvalue any formal 
or external part of Religion whatſoever. And thus much for 
Inftration : Come we next to Rproof. 

If it be {o, that true Repentance, and fuch as is acceptable 
unto God, conſittsnot in any outſide Formalities ; then be Re- 
proved all ye of the Clergy, that do fo utterly pervert your Of- 
fice and the Ezds of your Miniſtry. What,were you ſent of God 
to preach Repentance and remiſſion of Sins to the Children of 
men ? Are you lent by God to cry out to men, that they ſhould 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand? Matth. 3. 2. 
And to awake them that ſleep, that they ſhould Ariſe from the 
dead,that Chriſt may give them light ? Epheſ. 5. 14. What,were 
you lent to bid men Rent their hearts and not their garments, and 
to turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God ? Matth. 26. 18, And do you ſpend your Mini- 
ſtry about ſuch rrifling ſtuff , ſuch ſorry things as you your 
{elves acknowledge to be but indifferent ? Truly this is but i- 
different Divinity, and {uch as I doubt you will give buta very 
1adifferent Account of, when our great Lord and Maſter ſhall 
appear; therefore pray bethink your ſelves : For, 

Firſt, Conſider teriouſly whether ever God required this at 
your hands : He hath required here in the Text you ſee, that 
you ſhould bid men Rent their hearts and not their Garments : 
But where hath he required you to teach men to Rent their Gar- 
ments and not their hearts ? to obſerve the formal and exterior 
parts of Religion more than the real and interior parts thereof ? 
For Religion 1s a heart work, and conſiſts not in Formality bur 
Reality; and therefore the good men of God have prayed in all 
Ageslike David in the 51 Pſal. ver. 10. Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within ne; Hence is it 
that King Hezekiab belſeeched the Lord to remember for him, 
how he had walked before him (what in Ceremony aud Forma- 
lity? No;) 7 truth and with a perfett heart, Iſa. 38. 3. and 
therefore the true Prophets of God have ever cryed ont, 0 
2: Feruſalem, 


(to) 
Feruſalem, waſh thy heart from witk;dnep, er. 4.14. They 
are phari aical Hypocrites thar cry up the waſhing of the haxds, 
and that place the total of Religion, Divine Worthip and De- 
votion, in exterior Obiervations, where God's }1"ord never pla- 
ced it: Inthe fifth of St. Afzrrhew, among thole glorious Rea- 
titudes of our bleſſed Saviour, you will find one appropriated 
to the pure in heart, wer. 8. but you no where find a bleſſing 
appropriated to formal Ceremonies, or bodily Geſtures, or lip 
Devotions; wherefore, tho:e !owre and angry Genrlemen that 
are lo mightily for the Garryes of exterior Ob:ervances, may 
do well to bethink them'elves in time, what anſwer they will 
give the Lord to thac great queſtion, 7/2. 1. 12. Who hath re- 
quired this at your har ds ? 

Secondly, Let thoſe that fall under this Reproof, berhink 
themſelves, whether in rheir heat and zeal of preaching up 
Conformity to exterior Oblervations, they have not fed their 
Flocks with husks inſtead of Bread ? And by reaton of this may 
not your Hearers cry out with the Prophet, Ay Leannefe! m 
Leanneſs! Wo unto me, Iſa. 24. 16. In the Jewiſh Chand 
there were many external Obtervances commanded. and there- 
fore had Divine Authority for their warrant z and yer when 
theſe Externals were ſcrew'd up to that height, and grew fo rank 
that Religion run all into ſtalk, and had nothing but a bare 
appearance and mere outſide in it, the Lord loathed and ab- 
herred them, though they had his own Precept for them : Pray 
will you fee how that great and Evangelical Prophet 1/a:4h 
both opens and ſhuts up his Prophecy : In his firſt Chapter you 
find him opening his Prophecy thus : Thus ſaith the Lord, Bring 
m0 more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomination to me , the 
New Moons and Sabbaths, the Calling of Aſſemblies I canaot away 
with, it is #niqnity even the ſolemn meetings ; your New Moons 
and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, they are a trouble unto © 
me, Tam weary to bear them. And now lee how he ſhuts up 
his Prophecy m his laſt Chapter : He that killeth an Oxe is as 
if he flew a man, he that ſacrificeth a Lamb as if he cut off a 
Dogs neck, : he that offereth an Oblation as if he offered Swines 
blood, he that burneth Incenſe as if he bleſſed an Idol, ver. 3. 
Yet Sacrifices, Oblations, Incenſe , New Moons, Sabbaths, 
their 
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their ſolemn Aſſemblies, and their Feſtivals were #l| command- 
ed by the Lord ; bur when all Religion came to be put in the'e 
exterior Ob!ervations, and that they eat up and u:arped the 
place of the /:fe and power thereof, they became an Abomina- 
tion ro God aud al] = men, and their Sacrifices, Oblations, 
and Incenſe, were bur as Murder, Prophanity, and Idolatay 
before the Lord. A mighty memorable and particular initance 
of this marter, you have in the Second of Kings, Chap. 18. ver. 
4. Inthe third Verie it is faid, that King Hezchzah did thar 
which was right in the ſight of the Lord, according to ail thar 
David his Father did. And the fourth Verie teils you what 
thoſe right things were ; He removed the_hizh Places, he 
brake the Images , he cut down the Groves, and that he 
might make clear work ,, it is added, that he brake in pieces 
the brazen Serpent that Moſes had made. The occaſion of ma- 
king it you will find in the twenty firſt of Vambers, which was 
thus : ;The Chileren of 7/7ael in their Journeyings in the Wil- 
derneſs, were grievou'ly afflicted with fiery Serpents, which 
bir and killed many of them : Upon this the people beſought 
Moſes, that he would pray unto God for them, that he would 
take away thoſe Serpents; which Moſes did : And the Lord 
gave this an{wer to the prayer of Moſes, yer. 8. Make thee a 

fiery Serpent, and ſet it upon a pole, and it ſhall come to paſs, that 
every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it ſhall l/ve. And 
in the ninth Verle, Moſes made this Serpent of Braſs, and put 
it upon a pole, and it came to paſs that if a Serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld that Serpent of braſs he Irved,as the Lord 
had promiſed. And you find that this brazen Serpent had the 
honour to be reckoned a Type of Chriſt, even by our Lord him- 
felf, Fohn 3.14. As Moſes lift up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, 
even ſo ({ays our Saviour)- muſt the Son of Man be lifted up; 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have eter- 
nal life. How then comes it about, that the breaking this bra- 
zen Serpent in pieces , ſhould be one of thole excellent Afts 
which is {aid to be right in the ſight of the. Lord ? Why, the 

Text tells you that the Children of Iſrael burnt Incenſe to it : 
And when any thing becomes an 74s!, though it hath been ho- 
noured with never 1o-great a- Divine preſence, and hath per- 

formed. 
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' tormed never fo many and mighty operations, and have been 


never ſo much inſtrumental in the hand of God, to work wor:- 
d:rs in the world, yet it muſt be removed and deitroyed : A 
Mind that is throughly fet for God, and a Maziſtrare rhat is 
relolved to diicharge his duty aright, muſt down with not only 
[mages and Groves , and thole grofſer parts of Idolatry and 
IVill-worſhip ; but the brazen Serpent allo , when it not only 
cealeth ro propagate true Religion, but is fet up in oppoſition 
againſt it; For though it have been never lo ufe{ul and t{ervice- 
able to heal and {ave the people formerly ; yet when it does 
degenerate and becomes inſtrumental to deſtroy them,it thould 
down roo ; for 'tis not their paſt excellency nor ſervice ſhould 
prevail with you to ſpare them, when they are become a pre- 
tent damage. Well then, if exterior Obſervations of Gods 
own appointment, and ſuch as have had his expreſs Commands 
to warrant them , may become 1o abominable, when it runs 
upinro Forms and Ceremonies only , and engages it ſelf in a 
direct oppoſition to tke power and life of Religion , how abo- 
minably abomirable muſt thoſe Obſervations needs be that 
have no ſacred Santion, and at beſt nothing but humane Pre- 
cepts and humor to maintain them ? And are they to be repro- 
ved that exalt and cry up the formal and external Obſervations 
of Ta/tiruted Worſhip , and give it the preference to the in- 
ternal and Spiritual parr of Religion, as ſuch as do but betray 
and undo their hearers? And are they to be excuſed that mag- 
nifie and exalt the formal and exterior Obſervations of :2venred 
Worſhip, to the eternal and everlaſting Ruin of the Souls that 
credit them ? God forbid : But I muſt go on. 

Thirdly, Let ſuch as are included in this Reproof, bethink 
themſelves ; for whatever they may fancy, they are but of the 
Devils ſide, and are but doing his work ; for God calls for rent- 
ins the heart, *tis the Devil that would ſhamm off this duty 
by renting of the Garments; for he cares not how much nor 
how abounding you are in this work of exterior Oblervations, 
to you do but ler alone That: he will compound with you, and 
ter you-pay Tithes of Mint, Cummin, and Annie, all the days 
of your life if you will, fo you will but omit the wezghr:er mat- 
ters of the Law , Judgment, Mercy and Faith. Nay, hell 
aid 
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aid and encourage you 1n your formal and exterior Oblervati- 
ons, ſo that you will but reſt there and go no further; for hell 
let you be indefatigably zealous in that work : In the 18th 
Chapter of the firſt Book of Xzzg5, you find the ſtrangeſt 
Queſtion ſtarted, that ever you read ol in any Book either 
Religious or Prophane; for the Queſtion was, Who ſhould 
be God? The God of Heaven or Baal? The Prieſts and Wor- 
ſhippers of Baal contended ſtrongly that Baal was God, and 
to be {erved and followed : The Prophet Elijah allerts that the 
Lord is God, and that they ought to ſerve and follow him. 
Atlength they. agreed in this jfſue , that two Bullocks ſhould 
be brought, and the Clergy that were for Baal ſhould choole 
one of thele Bullocks, and cut ir in pieces and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under ; and the Prophet Elijah would dreſs the 
other Bulluck, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under, and 
they ſhould both call on the Name of their Gods, and the God 
that anſwered by Fire, he ſhould be God, ver/. 23, 24. Well! 
this was done z and now pray mark the carriage of theſe Wor- 
ſhippers : The Prieſts, the Text tells you, caiied on the Name 
of Baal from Morning to Noon in their dull Lerany, laying, O 
Baal hcar us, we bejeech thee to hear us good Baal ;, and they 
leaped up and down about the Altar; but there was no hearing, 
nor no an{wering for all that. Then they cryed aloud, and cut 
themſelves with Knives and Lauucets till the blood guſhed out ; 
and this they did until the Evening Sacrifice, but received no 
_ anſwer ſtill. And now the holy Propher comes to act his parr, 
and pray obierve, that he uſeth no luch Formal and Exterior. 
Obſervations 3 no Caperings nor Cringengs neither about the 
Altar,nor no Canting out of alittle Nonſence or T autolopy from 
Morning to Noon, andfrom Noon to Night : No cutting nor 
ſlaihing himlelf, nor mingling blood with his Sacrifice , but 
calinly and humbly addreſfeth himtelf to God, in an honeſt 
and plain Prayer tuitable to the occaſion. Ther the fire of the 
Lord fell, and conſumed the burnt Sacrifice, and the Wood, and 
the very Stones ,, 1n {o prodigious a manner, that all the peo- 
ple were convinced, and falling on their faces, with an univer- 
{al Vote cryed out , The Lord he is God, the Lord he is God. 
Verle 37, 38, 39. From whence you may diicern, how 
elaborate 
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elaborate and indefatigate a corrupt Clergy 1s to propa- 
gate the Devils ſide , and the wor'er Worſhip; and how 
they lay out themſelves in promoting the Obtervation of 
exterior Ceremonies, which are of no avail. They cry 
aloud, frisk about the Altar, and cut themtlelves lize any 
mad, and do a world of things which were never com- 
manded by God, and which are bur ridiculous among men 3 
and yet all this Frenzie muſt paſs for true Religion and 
Deccncy of Worſhip, or they?ll quarrel you for Fanatiques. 
One would wonder what Baala-n mean'd, Numb. 23, &c. 
where he commands ſeven Alirars to be built, and ſever 
Oxen and ſeven Rams to be prepared: One would think 
that he were going to offer to a whole Heptarchy of Gods, 
did not the Scripture every where ſhew us, that hypocryti- 
cal falle Prophets and falie Worlhippers are mighty Won- 
derfull abound:ng in their Altars and Offerings, and all the 
exterior parts of Religion: pray will you take a view of 
that formal Gentleman you meet with in the 18h of Sr. 
Luke, verſ. 12. and fee how he pranks himſelf up with 
his exterior performances: I faſt rwice a week, ( lays he). 
1 give Tythes of all that 1 faeſrs and yet for all that he 
was but a proud Phariſee ſtill, a wicked falſe Hypocrite 
ſtill, and came out of the Temple the lame man that he went 
into it; fo that though he faſted and went to Church every 
Wedneſday and Friday, yet he had been as good he had ſtayed 
at home ; for he gotno good by going thither : Ir only pr:ded 
him up to deſpite his Neighbours, and wrought in him a 
Conceir that he was better than them; and pray God this 
be not the Caſe of roo many of us: For while we lay rhe 
ſtreſs of all Religion upon formal and exterior Obſervations, 
we are bur doing the Devils work,, even when we are en- 
Saged in Gods Service. For whiles we are but for Renting 
of the Garments only, and to quarreliomly ter for formal 
and exterior Oblervations, we may pray and preach too in 
the Temple as long as we will, and yer be ſtill bur on the 
Devils ſide for all that. 

Fourthly, Again, bethink your ſelves, you that are con- 
cern'd in this Reproof, that while you are for Renting of 
the 
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the Garments only, for the outſide, guilded part, -or Husk 
of Religion; you are bur for a Fattion and a Party, and 
have no Communion with the Univerſal Church of Chriſt : 
You are but for Chriſtians of your own S:ze and Hue,and grow 
up into a lytle creeping narrow {pirit, that can never love 
nor ſerve atty Soul but what is juſt and diretly of your 
own dimenſion: Whereas a Chriſtian of the Univerlal 
Church, is-of a large, comprehenſive, generous Spiric and 
Principle, and loves a good and a vertuous man, that makes 
ir his Religion to Rear his. Heart and not his Garments, er 
his per/waſicn in other and minuter things be what ir will. 
For this 1s Gods Religion, ail other is but axs, and fub- 
ject to Innovation and Changes, according as their humours 
vary, and muſt be managed by brutal and uunatural heats 
and fury : Hence is it that you {ee thole that are far Rent- 
ing the Garments, for formal and outward Rites, are al- 
wayes fowre and quarrelſeme, fretting themſelves, and vex- 
ing others, if they come not up to every Punctilio of their 
Obſervances: For they quarrel your Carriage, your Compa- 
ny, your Diſcourſe, and in a word your whole Converſati- 
on. Fortis a Spirit of ſuch a filthy, rude, tmpoſing Nature, 
that you -mult be an abſolute Slave to it, or it 1s never fatis- 
fied. Pray look into the fecond of St. Mark, and you wil 
there find thele men quarrelling our Saviour upon all thele 
Accounts, for they fall out with him no le!s than four times 
in that one Chapcer. Firſt, They quarrel his Di:courle, and 
charge him with Blaſphemy, in ſaying to the ſick of the Pal- 
ſie, Sorr, thy ſins are forgiven thee. Why doth this man ſpeak 
Blaſphemy, tay they, who can forgive | nay but God oaly? verl. 
5, 7- Secondly, They quarrel -him for his Company, and 
charze him with Profanity, ia eating and drinking with 
Publicans and Sinners : How is it, lay they, that he eateth 
and drinketh with Publicans and Sinners ? verſ. 16. Then 
they quarrel his Converſation, and _—_ him Firſt with 
Neeleth of Ducy in his Non-obſervance af Faſtins : I/hy as 
the Diſciples of John and of the Phariſees faſt, ( lay they ) 
but thy Diſciples feſt not ? verl, 18. And then laſtly, with the 


breach of the Sabbath, when his Diſciples plucked the we” 
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of Corn : Ilſhy do thy Diſciples on the Sabbath day, fay they, 
that which is not lawful ? verl. 24. So that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour himſelf, you fee, who was fo exact in all the parts 
of his Converſation, could not pleale them, neither feaſting 
nor fuſting : For if you go one Inch too twift or too flow for 
their pace, they run upon you preſently, and reckon you none 
of their Church; and truely it matters not much whether 
you are or no: For their Church conſiſts of a l/irrle Fattion, 
of a few Formal watpiſh Fopps, that place more Religion 
in an old Cobweb”d or a new upſtart Ceremony, than a good 
man durit place in his exaCteſt performances. Theſe are tho{e 
which our Lord calls bl;nd Guides, and denounces fo many 
Woes againſt in the 23d of St. Matthew, and you may ever 
know them by that Character which he hath given them in 
the 24th Yerſe, they ſtram at a Gnat: Are mightily offended 
at your omiſſion of ſome poor ſtarveling exterior Obſervation : 
But ſwallow a Camel. You may arink,, and whore, and tare, 
and ſwear, and be as debauched as a Devil, and this never 
offends them, they will never quarrel you for this; for this 
will down well enough. For though they compaſs Sea and 
Land to make a Protelyte to their Ceremonies and exterior 
Obſervations, yet when they have made him ſo, though he 
be two-fold more the Child of Hell than he was before, they 
are ſatisfied, verſ. 15. So that you ſee whom they convert, 
they do but pervert : For they care not for increaſing the 
Church of Chriſt, but lay out all their Care and Induſtry to 
greaten and increaſe their own Faction and Party. If they 
get but ſach as'will Rent their Garments, and be of their 
Outſide Religion and Profeſſion,they have done their doe, and 
care not whether ever they rent their Hearts or no. - 

Fifthly and laſtly, You that come under this Reproof, be- 
think your ſelves betimes, for in your crying up the Rent- 
ing of the Garments, formal and exterior Obſervations, againſt 
the Renting of the Heart, you are engaged in a direct Op- 
poſition to Chriſt : For his Kingdom, Church and Worſhip 
are all Spiritual, and built upon the ſure Foundation of Scrip- 
ture Precepts and Divine Inſtitutions. But exterior Ceremo- 
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the falſe bottom-of humane Inventions and Injunctions. Pray 
tee the ſecond of the Epheſians and the twentieth verſe, and 
you] there find that the true Church is built Upon the Founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner Stone, And the lame Apoſtle tells you in the 1 Cor. 
3. 11. that Orher Foundations than this can no man lay, that is, 
no'man can warrantably and by any divine Authority lay any 
other Foundation than this that is laid. And therefore you lee 
that thoſe that are for exterior Obſervations , they leave the 
Canon of the Scriptvre, and ſupport their Building by Laws and 
Canons of their own deviſing , and to oblige the Magiſtrate to 
give a Sanction to their devices, they decry not only the Law 
of God but the Laws of the Land too, and preach up and mag- 
nifie Abſolute Rule as the Magiſtrates Right , and by that 
Bait and Lure draw the Government to their ſide; for they give 
to Ceſar more than the things that are Ceſars, that they may 
take away from the People the things that are theirs, Nor is 
it for Cejars lake that they do this neither, for they inflave us 
to the Magiſtrate for no other end, but that they may enſlave 
the Magiſtrate and us both to themſelves. For, for Gods iake 
what doth the Kg get by my Conformity to a few Ceremouies 
and formal Obſervations ? Or what does he loſe by my Non- 
Conformity to them ? And if his Majelty neither gains by my 
Obſervance, nor is damaged by my non-Obſervance of them, 
wherein is it his intereſt to be concerned ar it ? And as 
his Majeſty receives neither Advantage by the do- 
ing of it, nor Detriment by the leaving of it undone, to 
neither doth any of his people. For faving the Reverence 
due to the Folly of this humour, pray who is a penn 
the better for my going to Church ? or a penny the —_ 
if I ſhould go to what they call a Convenricle ? If then nei- 
ther King nor People be benefited by the one , nor 
damaged by the other, how comes it to be the Intereſt of 
the Government to be ſo mightily or indeed at all concern- 
ed in the matter ? Why nothing but -that thoſe Gentle- 
men that are ſo wonderfully fond and fooliſhly forward 
for Renting of the Garments, for a formal and external 
Gaity in Religious Worſhip, perceiving they cannot carry on 
| C 2 a de- 
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a deſign fo diretly oppoſite to the pure and ſpiritual Worſhip 

of Chriſt, eſpecially in a Reformeal and Proteſtant Nation 

without the aid of the Magiſtrate, they revive the old Cheat, 

and per{ſwade the Magiſtrare chat thole that are for renting the 

Heart only,and are Non-Conformiſts as to r-nting the Garment 

or exterior Oblervations, are Fncrmes to therr Gover;r nent, and 

ſo frighten the Magiſtrate, rhart they think they have no other. 
way to ſecure their Government but by d-{troving chem; when 

the plain truth is, that 'tis themlelves are afraid rhat it the Do- 

ctrine of renting the Heart only ſhould prevail , they-are u- 

done; and therefore by their Art they transfer the fear that's 
on themtelves ro the Magiſtrate, and inſinnace that the Go- 
vernment ts tab'd through their des, though you lee neither 
the Magiftrates nor the People are at all concern'd in the cate, 
and that the controverhie is only with them wno are too ſtrait 
laced in the point of renting the Garments, and that ſtand over 
ſtifly for exterior Oblervations, im oppoſition to Chrilt in his 
more pure and {piritual worſhip of Reiiting the Heart: And 
fo much for Reproof. Come we now to Admonition. 

The third V/e or Improvement of this Point ſhall be for Ag- 
M0ntion, and this Admonition extends it {elf to all Perſons, to 
the Governors and Governed. 

Firſt, To Governors. 

Ye have heard the fri{t Branch of the Propoſition, That true 
Repentance and {ſuch as is acceptable to God, conſiſts not in 
any Exterior Obſervations: Be admoniſhed then, not ro im- 
poſe upon your people what can never be acceptable unto God. 
But remember that you are Gods Vicegerents, and thercfore 
ſhould impoſe nothing upon your Subjects but what is ac- 
ceptable to him whom you repreſent, and what you have 
juſt ground to believe that he himſelf would impoſe were he 
perſonally preſent ; and have you any ground to believe that 
if he were per'onally pretent, that he would Act againſt his 
own Commands, and Puniſh men becauſe they would not 
break his own Precepts ? For ?tis his Precept that you ſhould 
only rent your Hearts, but that you ſhould not rent your 
Garments; and do you think that the Lord would go againſt 
his own Will, an4 againſt his own Word? and if you think 
that 
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that he would not, then why do you ? For God has not ad- 
vanzed you, and jer you in thole high Stations and in- his 
Stead, that you ſhould rule ad libitum, and make your own 
Laſts and nor his Laws the Standards of your Actions; No, 
Let who will teach you theſe DoCtrines, ?tis but ſlight Crape- 
arvinity, and ſuch as the Ancients and the Orthodox never 
knew : Liſten not therefore to tho{e that put you upon ſuch 
wild and Savage Notions, to perlecute all that are nor for 
renting their Garments, for every formal and exterior Obferva- 
tion ; and be not rode by thoſe heady humerous periens to your 
own deſtruction. You have ſeen how they have embrozled 
this Kingcom, and that of Scor/ard too, in a bloody and in- 
teſtine \War upon the Account of Ceremonies and exterior obſer- 
vations, once already. For this quarel of theirs has coſt more 
Engliſh and Scertiſh blood than all the Ceremonies of the 
Reman Church and Ours too are worth, though they were 
bound in one bundle both together. Wherefore pleaſe to 
Remember that Exhortation in the ſecond P/a/..and the tenth 
verſ. Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, be Inftrutted ye Tuds- 
es of the Earth. And truly ye have need of Wiſdom and In- 
ſruction, for you fiand but in ſlippery places. And if you 
truſt your {elves ſo wholly to the Condutt of others, as that 
that you willtee by no Eyes bur theirs, nor hear with no Ears 
bur theirs, nor will make ule of no {ence of your own but 
theirs, you may {oon ſlide. for if lo great a Man and 1ſo 
great a Magiſtrate as 7*+-.-/ was, and one that kept ſuch a 
diligent warch over him'clf, reils you that his feer were al- 
mott gone, hrs fleps ba! well nigh flipped, Plal. 53. 2. turely 
Governours ought to be very caretuil of their footing, and 
to lee that- they be not 15 -pann'd, neither by themielves, no 
nor by the advice of others, into precipitate Acts. How 
happy was it for King Abzfirerz that he followed his own 
lence and not Hamars ? and how happy nad it ben for Plate 
if he had obeyed his own Judgment, and' not followed the 
hot and furious Clamors of thar Corrupe Clergy, IMarh. 27. 20, 
21,22, Have a care therefore how ye are engaged by others 
to lay out your Power, or elle before you are aware you'l 
milcarry ; in the Eleventh of 24a:th. and the Eleventh verſe, 
YOu 
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you read of one of che greateſt men that ever the World 
brought forth : For our Saviour teſtifies, that among them 
that are born of Women , there hath not roſen a greater 
than John the Baptiſt, and yet this great man loſt his Head 
to pleaſe 2 Miſs. For though King Hered feared him, and 
knew that he was a juſt man and a holy, nay though he 
oblerved him; and whea he heard him, did many things, 
and heard him Gladly, Mark. 6. 2c. yet Herodias's Daugh- 
ter Danced off his Head for all that : fo that you had need 
look about you that you be not ſurprized, and this in all 
Caſes, but eſpecially 'in thoſe that relate to Renting the 
Garments and exterior Obſervations ; becaule your Flatterers 
will perſwade you in that Cafe, that your fin 1s ſo far from 
being a fin, that it is a Service to God, and a Service to 


' his Church; according to that Prophecy of our Saviour, 


oh. 16. 2. the time cometh that whoſoever kelleth you, will 
think that he doth God Service; and when men, eſpecially 
Magiſtrates, are under that Miſtake, that they reckon their 
Stn to be their Duty, they then play the Devil for Gods ſake, 
In the 66 of 1/arah and the 5 verſe, you will find a people 
that hated their Brethren and caſt them our, and yet faid, 
Let the Lord be Glorified; they ſang their Gloria Patri, even 
while they were engaged in the Devils work : But the Text 
tells you that God ſhould appear to the joy of them that were 
Hated and Perſecuted, and their Enemies for all their Cry- 
ing Let the Lord be Glorified, ſhould be aſhamed: 'Tis uot 
therefore your Crying Glory to the Father, To the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghoſt, that will ought avail you,or ſtand you in any 
ſtead, while you hate and Perſecute your Brethren, becauſe 


they cannot Conform to our exterior Oblervations. Be admo- 


niſhed then to let your people alone ; and if they Rent their 


Hearts, Live honeſt and vertuous Lives, let it ſatisfy you, 


though they cannot rent their Garments and Conform to ever 
outward Ceremony or Oblervance : And fince the Lord hat 
Commanded them not to Rent their Garments, let not your 
Commands run counter or coutrary to the Lords, leſt you 
be found fighters againſt God, and Advancers of your Laws in 
oppoſition to and above the Laws of the Almighty ; in the 
Prophecy 
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Prophecy of the Prophet 2alachy, you find rhe Lord diſpleaſed 
that they offer'd up ro him ſuch Blind and Lame and S:ck Sa- 
crifices, that their Governours would not accept from their 
hands though they offer it unto them, Mal. 1.8. And ſure 
the Lord would be much more diſpleafed, if Governours ſhould 
Puniſh their People for Offering ſuch Sacrifices as are accepra- 
ble unto him ; and the Pfalmiſt tells you that the Sacrifices thar 
are acceptable to-God, are a broken Spirit : For a broken and 
a contrite heart ( layes he )O God thou wilt not eſpe » Pſal. 
51. 17. And therefore have we this Command in the Text, to 
Rent our Hearts, as the ozly Sacrifice that is Acceptable unto 
God; and will you dare to contradict this Command ; and 
Oblige your people to Rent their Garments, which the Lord 
hath expreſly forbidden , as that which is unacceptable ro 
him ? God forbid. And thus much to the Governours. Come 
we now to the ſecond part of this Admonition , to the Ge- 
verned. 

Is it fo, that true Repentance, and fuch as is acceptable unto- 
God, conſiſts not in any formal or exterior Obſervations ? 
Then be you admoniſhed totwo Duties. 

Firſt, To Moderation. 

Secondly, To Peaceableneſs. 

1. To Moderation; that*s a great Exhortation the Apoſtle 
gives us in the fourth of Php. and fifth verſe, Let your Mode- 
ration be known unto all men; and ?tis an admirable Reaſon 
that the Apoſtle annexeth to enforce his Exhortarion, For the 
Lord ( ſays he )is at band. You lee here'in the Text, and 
from the plain Word of the Lord, that 'tis not renting your 
Garments, nor any exterial obſervations, but the renting of 
the Heart that is Commanded and Accepted of God. Then 
be not :mmoderate for any external Obſervances for if ye 
are, true Religion never will nor_can take root in you; 
In the fourth of St. Fohn, Chriſt met with a poor Samari-- 
tan Woman, and dilcours'd her ſo long that at length ſhe 
ſaw he was a Prophet, and therefore reſolved that ſhe 
would improve the pretent Opportunity : ( But how? ) Not 
by A—_— the Truth of Worſhip, but abour the Place : 
Sir ( ſayes ſhe) I percerve that thou art a Prophet, our Fathers 

Worſhipe in this Mountain, and ye ſay that in Jeruſalem is the 
: | Place 
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Place where men ought to Worſhip, v. 19. 20. Now pray fee 
how Chriſt nips this litcle external Quzre : And Feſws faith 
unto her, Woman, belicve me, the hour cometh when ye ſhall net- 
ter in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem Worſhip the Father, 
v. 21. and then goes on to ſhew her what true Worſhip was, 
and who the tras Worſhipers are, but fayes not one word 
of the Place. In like manhter many are mightily inquiſitive 
about Places, Times, Geſtures and Circumſtances of \Wortihip, 
and have a great zeal for all thele external parts of Religion, 
and yet are totally ignorant both of the true Worſhip and true 
Worthippers : wherefore you had need be very Moderate and 
Sober, that you be not fo tranſported with external Obſerva- 
tions,and run away with the Sh:2dow inſtead of the Subſtance of 
Religion ; for Moderation tempers the mind,and allayes tho!te 
heats and excurſions which otherwite it is apt ro make : And 
therefore it is called a being /ober-;1inded, in the 2 Titus, v. 6. 
for without this ye are like Mad Diſtracted perſons, aud will 
run upon a Nezghborr or a Relation for difſentiag from you in a 
Ceremony or ſome. exterial Oblervation, as if he were a Turk, 
or an /xfidel : But this makes a man remember, that in Chriſt 
Jeſus, zezther Circumciſion nor Uncireumciſion avatleth any thing, 
but 4 new Creature, Gal. 6. 15. And therefore this teacheth. us 
co put no luch mighty ſtreſs and value upon that which is of 
no avail; but to imbrace Moderation as that which will bal- 
lance the mind, and keep it in an even and ſober poſture at 
all times and in all caſes. | 

2, Be admoniſhr ro Peaceablineſs, and reckon not this 
admonition ſtrange; for the holy Scripture tells you of 
{ome that hare peace; and the Plalmiſt faith, he had long 
dwelt with ſuch, Pſal. 120. 6. My Soul ( fayes he ) hath 
lons dwelt with him that hateth Peace : I am ( layes he ) 
for Peace, but when I ſpeak, they are for War: And yet 
theſe Haters of Peace have alwayes the Impudence to com- 
plain firſt, and to burthen others with their Guilt; and if 
you ſearch the Scriptures, you will find: none 1o deeply cul- 
pable of this Ciime as thoſe that were for external Obler- 
vations; for who ſo much oppole the Miracles and Do- 
Ctrine of Chriſt, and ſo bloodily purtued him to the very 
Death, as thoſe that were for the Traditions of the GI 
: | An 
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And 'who raiſed the vproars, the mivtinies an tutttalts apiinkt 
the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chrift in every Country, City, Town, and 
place where they came, but the ſame Spirit ? And yet they had the 
forcheads to accule the holy Apoſtles, nay our bleffed Lord and 
Saviour himſelf for Seditieus, and the Ringleaders of Sddition, Be 
careful therefore that ye be not inſnar'd to herd with this rumul- 
tuous and unpeaceable fpiritz for if 'ye do, you | run clamonrin 
with them to the Magiſtrate againſt your neighbours, and againfk 
your friends, to ruin and undo them fot the non-obleryance ot fome 
external rites and cuſtoms. You fee how fierce and favage this 
ipirit hath been in all ages, and quite through the Scriptures, that 
have been for renting the garments and exterial obſetvations. But 
pray look and fee where you can find that they that were for re#- 
ring the heart were ever tainted with this unpeaceable and turbulent 
temper. And yer (which is greatly to be lamented) you generally 
tind the Magiſtrate take in with that mutinous ſpirit againſt this, 
and laying the imputations due-to them upon theſe : Heareſt thox 
not (ſays Pilate to Chriſt ) how wany things they witneſs againſt thee ? 
Mat. 27. 13. and yet they were all falſeWirneſſes, and he himſelf 
was unjuſt 3 they were ſuch; for after the Witneſſes had ſpoken,he 
calls our Saviour 4 juſt perſon, ver(. 24. and waſheth his hands as 
innocent of his blood. And yet Oh the wickedneſs of an unjuft Judg?! 
for all this,againſt the convi&ions of his own Conſcience he falls in 
with that curſed impious and unpeaceable party againft Chriſt. Have 
ye not need then to be admoniſht to look well to your ſelves, that 
your hearts do not engage you fo this utjpeaceable-ipirit ? There 
ever was, and | am afraid ſtill is too. much Tory- Divinity in the 
world ; but you may eaſily know it, for it isalways on the Tantrvy, 
e Away with him, away with him, crucifie him, crucifie him, was ever 
their "demanuc And if you do but ask why ? what evil hath he 
done? this does but wher their rage, and make them urge the mul- 
titude to cry out the more, Let him be crucified. For they are ated 
by a wild kind of ungovernable zeal, fuch as the Apoftle Sr. Part 
tells you he had before his Converſion, AG. 22. 3, I was tedloms 
towards God, (tays he), as ye all are this day; and that you may 
ſee what their zeal was that day, pray look into A#. 21. 27 you 
will find that ſome Fews which were of A/ia (where St. Paxl had 
been preaching,) had ipy*d him in the Temple at Fernfalem, and they 
ſtirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,Crying ont, Men of 1ſrae! 
help, this is the ran that a all men' every where againſt the 
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people, and the I aws, and this place, and further, Bronght Greeks alſo 


into the Temple,and hath polluted tbr holy place. And upon this out- 


- cry all the City was mvv'd, and the people ran together, and they 


took Paul and drew him out of the temple; and the Text tells 
you, They went about to kill bins : and had certainly done it, had 
not a Captain of a band reſcued him, verſ. 41. 

So that you ſee what their zeal at that day was, and is but the 
ſame which the ſame Apoſtle tells you in fewer words in Phil. 3.6. 
That he was as concerning zeal a perſecutor of the (burch, So that 
this wild kind of vagabond zeal, which is always converlant about 
exterial obſervations only, and ſpends it ſelf. but about the bark 
and husk of Religion,doth but wake men the fiercer.and the more 
invenom'd in their minds: againſt rrue Chriſtianity, and renting the 
heart ; for this zeal will tranſport you to ſuch 5:quietudes and £x4 
travagancies that ye will prefer a Barrabas a Robber and Murtherer 
before Chriſt and a ſincere Chriſtian. It will make you m.utinous 
and fticklers for the worſt men, and the wickedeſt intereſt 5 what 
need have ye then of this admonition to be of peaceable ſpirits, that. 
ye be not hurried away by a miftaken zeal into ſuch ſtrange and 
brutiſh exorbitances ? 

And thus much for Admonition, come we now to the next and 
kſt improvement of this Point, which is Examination; 


And this ſhall be Threefold : 


1.. To the Magiſtracy-: 
2. To the Miniſtry. 
3. To ihe People. 


1. To the Magiſtracy : For I am for the old Computation of 
reckoning Moſes before Aaron, and am for placing the Crown 
above the Miter 3 though 1 am ſure this is no way to a Biſboprick ; 
for all our new faſhioned Divinity 1s for. the other Calculation, and 
mightily. difſatisficd. if you don't put the Church before the Srate ; 
however [.addrefs my ſclf. firſt to you : ls.it ſo that true repentance, 
and ſuch as is acceptable unto God conſiſts not in renting the gar- 
ments, or exterial obſervations ? then be you exhorted to examine 
your ſelves whether you lay out your Magiſtracy conſonant to, 
and agreeable with thiaDoArine; The higheſt CharaQer that was 
veer given to any Magiſtrate is that which we-find given to David, 
T has 
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That bt watia man after Gods own heart. And indeed the heart and 


mind of a "-:agiſtrate ſhould be agreeable to the heart and mind. of 
God, for he bears his lmage, and is his Deputy in the Earth. Upon 
which account Magiſtrates are alfo ſtiled Gods in Scripture. Now 
therefore examine your ſelves as to this duty before you, and ſee 


how your” hearts ſtand affeed towards it. God is all for renting 


of the heart for zeal and ſpiritual worſhip, on ſuch days, and in ſuch 
duties as we are now engaged in. But are you not more, or rather 
for renting the garment? for vain Ceremonies, and humane in- 
vented obſervations? How then comes this diſcrepancy betwixt 
the heart of God and your hearts f between Gods mind and your 
minds? Inquire well into the matter, for there muſt be a fault 
ſome where; and it cannot be -on the Lords part. Hath net God 
told you by his own Son, That he is 4 Spirit, and they that wor- 
ſhip him, muſt wor ſhip him in ſpirit and in trutb;, and that his Fa- 
ther ſceketh ſuch to worſhip him, Joh. 4+ 23, 24. And will you ſeek 
ſuch -to ,punith them? Examine your ſelves, and do not think 
to ſham: it off, That *tis for the Church that you do this, Pray 
turnto 1 Sam, I5. and you will there find one of the greateſt 
Cheats that you meet with in the' whole Word of God ; for 
*rwas by a Magiſtrate, and a Magiſtrate of the higheſt Order, 
and *twas a Cheat that had a pretence for the Church too. The 
bufinefs is this : King Sawl received a commiſſion from God to go 
and ſmite the Amalthites, for laying wait for 1ſrael in their way 
when they came up from Egypt; and the ſumm of the Commil- 
lion you have in the third verſe, 'Gv and utterly deſtroy all that 
they have, and ſpare them not , but ſlay both man and woman, 
infant 'end ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and aſs. Purſuant to 
this Commiſſion, Saul:gathers 210000 of the people together, 
and goes up and ſmote the Amalekites, but ſpared Agag their 
King, and the bet of their ſheep, and of the oxen, and the fat- 
lings, and the lambs, and all that was good; and would not ut- 
terly deſtroy them. But every thing that was wile and refuſe, 
that they deſtroyed utterly, verſ,.9g. Upon this breach of his Com- 
miſſion, the :Lord ſends his Prophet Samuel to meet Saul at his 
-xeturn, and you find that Sanl met Samuel in a-very brisk hu- 
mour, ver/. 13. for Saul ſaid unto him, Bleſſed be thou of the Lord, 
] have performed the commandments of the Lord. But Samuel re 
plied, What meaneth then this bleating of the ſheep in mine cars 
«1nd the lowing of the oxen which 4 hear ? verl, 14. And now Ply 
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fre the Cheat that Sau! would have put upon the Almighty, and 
his Prophet ; for he ſaw he was run on ground, and therefore 
obſerve his anfwer : The people (ſays he) ſpared the beſt of the 
ſheep, and of the oxen, to ſacrifice unto the Lord thy God, ver. 15. 
So he would have ſhufled off, and excuſed his fin upon the ſpe- 
cious pretenee of maintaining the Church, and the Worſhip of 
God. But this would not do, for the Prophet reproves him in: 
verſ. 22. thus : Math the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings. 
and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?" Behold, to- 
is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
for Rebellion is as the fin of Witchcraft. *Tis the diſobedience of 
a King againſt his God is ſo ſtiledz and ' therefore he proceeds. 
and tells him his doom, That becauſe he had rejetted: the word of 
the Lord, the Lord had rejeed him from being King.' And that's- 
alt that-Sa#! got by this Cheat. 
Do not think therefore to palliate your faults with your 


 efteems for the Church, and the Divine Service of God ; for 


Gad' had rather have no ſuch Worſhip at all, than a Worſhip 
that muſt be ſupported and maintained by the breach of his 
holy Commands.. In the 4th. of St. fark, you may ſee a bro? 
of Hypocrites, and ſuch as were of no inferiour rank neither. So 
mueh for rhe Charch, that they break not only the Law of God; 
but the Law of Nature too; for the Law of Nature as well as 
the Law of God, obligeth us to honowr our Parents, and asa part 
of that honour, to ſuccour and relieve them in their neceſſities z 
but they were ſo unnaturally Religious, that they would give to- 
the Church what they ſhould give to their Parents ; and by their 
Sift to the Church they were held abfolved from the Law of 
God and Nature, to do ought for their father or mother, wverſ, 

T1, 12, fo that let their father and mother ſtarve if they would, 

for them, they were reſolved to be ſuperabundantly Religzous. Bur 

God bleſs us from ſuch an unnatural and abominable Religion , 
Well therefore might ovr Saviour conclude that Diſcourſe with 

this remark, That Traditional: men, and ſuch as are fo much for 

exteriour obſervations,. dv ever wake the Word of: God: of no ef- 


fe&, verſ. 13. You were as good have no Bibles, for they will 


ſuffer you to make no uſe of: them; for theſe Fews they had the 
Law of Moſes, and it was read in their Synagogues. every Sab- 
bath day, as St. Fames" aſſures us, AF. 15,21. And though in 
Flat Law it was written, Henour thy father and mather, and that 
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too with a promiſe of length of days z yet you ſee when mens: 
Traditions prevailed, it had been as good they had had no Law 
at all. And therefore by the way , whatſoever Profeſſion or 
form of Religion makes you barbaronſly ſowre and unnatural to 
your Relations, friend and neighbours, which the Law of God, 
and the bands of Humanity obligerh you to love, reſpe& and 
tender, you may lay your life upon it, that that Profeſſion and 
form of Religion is but a- falſe and counterfeit Chriſtianity, be 

what it will. Wherefore you that are Magiſtrates had need ex- 

amine and try your ſelves, and to purpoſe too, whether you are 

for that Religion which is acceptable to God, the renting of 
your heart ? or whether you are for that only which conſiſts in 

renting the garments,. and trifling reſervations. And ſo much to 

the Magiſtrates. 


The next Head is to the Miners; and' would to God there 
were no cauſe to preſs the improvement of this Point upon us 
alſo. But methinks I hear the Lord ſaying, Phyſician cure thy 
ſelf, Luk. 4. 23. We are called the Phyſcians of Souls, and uſu- 
ally ſay the care of Souls is on us; and it behoves the Phyſician 
to look well to it,' that the remedy he preſcribes be warrantable 
and proper againſt the diſtemper , or elſe we ſhall prove our 
ſelves to be like Fobs friends, Phyſicians of no value, Job 1 3. 4+ 
Wherefore let us examine our ſelves and ſee whether we that are 
ſo abounding in our Preſcriptions to:cure others, are ſound>our 
ſelves? and let us be content to try our ſelves by this Text, 
Whether we are more for renting the heart, or for rentiog the 
garments ? for the life, ſpirit ana power of Religion, or for ſome 
little jejune and ſtarveling ceremonies and crotchetly obſervations ?' 
Whether we are not more reconciled to, and have a ſtronger 
affeion for a lewd and wicked Conformiſ# than for a virtuous 
and ſober Nonconformiſt? And pray God our own Conſciences: 
do not anſwer for us,. that this is true. For *tis a ſtrange venom 
of ſpirit that ſome of us are too apt to diſcover upon all occaſi-- 
ons againſt: ſuch as differ but in the leaſt from us in outward 
forms of Worſhip, though they are never ſo exatt and exemplary 
in their lives, and every way are of a ſound and Orthodox faith, 
What inviRives have we in our Pwlpits, out of opr Pwlpits, in all 
Companies, and at all ſeaſons againſt D:ſſenters ? eſpecially againſt 
their Anifters? In Namb. 11, 27. vou find a young Informer 

| runving. 
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'Tunning to Moſes, and telling him that Eldad and Medad were'Pre- 
" phecying, or Preaching in the Camp; upon this information, Foſhaa 


that then waited upon Moſes, was but a young man too, and would 
have had Moſes forbid them z (but he lived to be both older and wi. 
ſer) but ſee how that meek ſervant of the Lord anſwers them, v. 29, 


\ Envieſt thou for my ſake ! would to God that all the Lords people were 


Prophets, and that the Lord would put his" ſpirit upon them : as it he 
had ſaid, you tell me of Two wa oh Prophecying in the Camp, 
and I would to God there were twice 2000CO there. *'Now do not 
we like this young man, run to the Magiſtrates with our informats- 
ons, and cry out, here's a Conventicle, and there's a Convenricle, 
and Eldad and Medzad pray in this and preach in that place z and 
then you pray and preſs the' Magiſtrate that he 'would forbid them ; 
nay not forbid them only, but that he would ſend to apprehend then, 
and clap them up into Gaol; and all this at a time too, when wicked- 
neſs covers the face of the whole tana, and grows up ſo rank under 
our Miniſtry, that it is not able'to top it : Pray let us examine anQ 
ſee, whether 'this ſpirit be agreeable to the ſpirit o' Moſes, or to 
the ſpirit of this young informer. St. Pan! tells you of fome that 
preached Chriſt even out ot envy and ſtrife, as ſome preached him 
out of good-will, Phil. 1.' 15. - Now 1i any preachers were to be 
torbidden, one would think theſe ſhould be they ; and yet the Apo. 
file profeſſeth that he did rejoice that Chriſt was preached even e- 
very way, whether in pretehce, or real fincerity ; fo that admit they 
did preach out of no principle, but envy only ,' yet you ſee, that a 
true eLpoſtolical ſpirit can and *will rejoice at' their preaching , 
though emulation or envy only prompts them to it ,, let us refle& 
then, what it is that as us 'in this unchriſtian, I had almoſt ſaid 
inhumane rage againſt our diſſenting brethren : for it is not 
(whatever we may pretend) the Spirit of God ; for that you ſee 
is of another nature and temper, and ads thoſe that are under its 
condutt in as different a pra&ice from this of ours, as is light from 
darkneſs; and pray God we come not nigher the charaQer of thoſe 
blind guides ſpoken of in Mat. 23. 13. that ſhut up the Kingdom of 
Heaven againſt men, and neither go in our ſelves, nor ſuffer them that 
are entring to goin; and if weare of the number of theſe, how un- 
fit are we to teach others the mind of God? and to gui/le their feet 
into the ways of peace, that are not able to guide our felves. Doth 
not our envy at them therefore rather ariſe from this conſideration, 
{if envy can be conſ{tderate) that-we are afraid that people ſeeing 
$ | the 
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the vilencſsof our converſation, and the ſobriety of theirs, the /#+ 
zineſs of our Miniſtry, and the /aborrouſneſs of theirs, will at laſt 
come to be more inlove with them than with us: For if the gene- 
rality of profeſſed Chriſtians ſhould come to that pitch in Religions: 
as to be for renting, the heart and not the garments, I doubt we 
ſhould be out of -cſtecm, for they would then be for a Miniſtry 
ſuitable to their profeſſion; whereas we are a Miniſtry moſtly for 
renting the garments, and exteriour oblervances; fo "that whenever 
the people riſe but one degree above that ignorance, that we are 
obliged to keep them in, we naturally go out as a ſtinking ſnuff, and 
there isa ene Tekel onour Miniſtration : wherefore is it not from - 
hence that we dann the Magiſtrates continually to down with them, 
for fear that the ſoundneſs of their doQrine, and the uprightneſs 
of their lives, will down with Rowe and Renown , and is it not from - 
hence, that we are every where laying out, and engaging our ſelves 
and intereſt in getting the worſt-ot e Hagiſtrates, the worſt Parlia- 
wment-men, the worſt Fuſtices, the worſt Mayors, &c. that all the 
Countries and Cities can afford z infomuch that it is almoſt become - 
the ſureſt indication of a Xzave, to have us Clergy men for him; and 
of an honeſt man to have us againſt him, that can be given; for our 
breath bleſſes every man weare againſt, and blaſts every man we are 
for. Examine the matter, and fee whether you do not find all this 
too true z, and can the world ever believe us a good X4niftry, while 
we are ſo engaging for a bad Magiſtracy ? or will they ever believe 
us to be true Proteſtants, while they tee us join Yates and Hands - 
with profeſs*'d Papiſts? The Romaniſts contriv*d, and are carrying _ 
on an Helliſh Plot againſt the life of our King, Government and 
Proteſtant Religion, and when God in infinite mercy was pleaſed to 
diſcover it, have not many .of us ſhewed our ſelves peeviſhly back- 
ward to credit ſuch diſcovery, and no leis forward to.undervalue re- 
proach, or ſcandalize the Ciſcoverers ? Thefame Engineers of Hell 
face forged a falſe, wicked ſham-plot to be caft on the Presbyteri- 
ans, and thereby cut off the moſt aQive Proteſtants, and divers of 
as. £00d Church of England-men as any in the land; and did not | 
ſome of us nurſe up that ſpurious Brat for them, and make our Pul- 
pits rattle, and our hearears ears tingle} with Railings againſt Pref-. 
vyterians z and all this without the leaſt occaſion, and when it was 
impoſi;ble to ſerve any other than a Popiſh Intereſt by it? Is ſti-. 
fling a Popiſh Flot, and cauſelefly inraging as much as in us lies the - 
Magiſtrete againſt Proteſtant- Difſenters, and endeayouring to ab. 
; _ foley 
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Tolve Popiſh delinquents froth deſerved puniſhments, the way te 
lupprets Popery ? or crying up and eſpouſing the intereſt of a B- 

otted Popiſh Succeſſor any demonſtration of our zeal to the Prote- 
Kane Religion ? The Prophet Zephaniah tells us of a ſtrange odd 
kind of dappled people that lived in his Age, thatdid fwear by the 
Lord, and that ſwear by Melcham, (i. e.) by the true God, and by 
a falſe God too, Zeph. 1. 5. ſomewhat' too like many of the Mi- 
niſters and Popiſh- Proteſtants that are for our Church, and the 
Church of Rome too, and indeed for any Church (provided they 
are but for renting the garments, and ſuperficial obtervances, and 
lip-labour only, and cari withal' keep their Hononrs, Preferments 
and Revenues): You read in Exod. 12. 38. That a mixed multitude 
went up with the children of /-ae/ out of Egypt (for we are but 
party-colour'd and mixt nien at the beſt) where I take mixed multi- 
rudes for men of mixed ſpirits. But upon what grounds or induce- 
ments they went up, we do not find yz but this we fiad, that upon 
all occaſions they were the forwardelt to murmur, and repifte, - and 
for returning into Egypt again : The like may be ſaid of many that 
came out of the Roman bondage with us in the firſt Reformation ; 
upon what account they came with us we know not, but this we 


know, that theſe men of mixed ſpirits have always been for return. 


ing to old idolatrous Garlick and Onyons, I mean to Rome again. 
Let us therefore, [ ſay, examine our hearts, and upon a ſtrift impar- 
tial diſquiſition, it will be well if many of us of the Clergy do not 
find that moſt of our envy and paſſion againſt our diſſenting brethren 
proceeds from this, that they are for going forwards ſtill, and fur- 
ther Reforming, whereas we are for going back, or for ſtaying where 
we are, at the beſt : And I doubt the trueſt Reaſon of our hatred to 
them, is that they are for renting the Heart, which is grounded on 
the Commands of God, and that we are for renting the garments, 
and outward Ceremonies, which are founded on the fancies or ſu- 
perititions of men; wherefore the Lord grant that we may examine 
our ſelves thoroughly in this matter. 

And ſo I pals to the Third aud laſt Head of this Examivation, 
and with which 1 ſhall conclude, and that is to the People, 


3. Isit ſo, that true Repentaence, and ſuch as is acceptable to God, 
conſis not in renting the garments, &c. then examine your {elves 
whether ever you did truly repent or no? whether in duties of this 


kind that we are now a celebrating, you have not been like thoſe in 
| Iſa. 


MM I. 
iſa: 58. that' faſted for ſtrife and debate, and to ſtrike with the 5,3 
of mickedntf] 5 that go: a their heads like a bullruſh, and yl 
ſackrloth and aſhes under them ;, or like thoſe hypocrites thar the 
Lord ſpeaks ot in ae. 6. that put on ſad countenances, and di:fi- 
gured their faces, that they might appear unto men to faſt. But this 
1s of no value, but only to aggravate your condemnation; *tis not 


, Your putting on your black, nor your pulling off your Patches; nar 


FM Paint, or laying alide your Ruffian Periwigs tor a day that the 
d reſpets: No, no, this amounts to nothing in his lig*t ; &x- 
amine your ſelves therefore, for if you have only rent your gar- 
ments, and performed the outward part of Religion, think'ot your 
ſelves what you will, you are but in a'miſerable condition : That is 
a mighty word of our Lord in arr. 21. 38, 29, zo, eA certain 
man” (lays our Saviour) bad two ſons, and he came to the firſt, and 
ſaid, Son: go work, to day in my vineyard; he anſwered and ſaid, 1 
will not ;, but afterwards repented, and went; ard he came to the ſe- 
cond, and ſaid likewiſe, and he anſwered and ſaid, 1 go Sir, but 
went not. His ſecond fon ſeems to pay great obſervance to his fathers 
pleafure'z and 1o be a perfe@-conformſ# to his fathers commands, 
very ceremonious and reverential in his anſwer, ©7 go Sir (lays he) 
but for all theſe good words, and exteriour appearances of obedi- 
ence, he was of a "wicked, falſe, deceitful beart, and did but delute 
his father with his conformity, for he never went to the work com- 
manded. "Now examine whether of the ſons you are; for if you 
are not of the number of thoſe that only refuted to go, yet after- 
wards repented and went, you are certainly of the rice of the ſecond 
ſon, that ſaid, 1 go Sir, but lyed, and went nit. 


But that you may be more faithful to your ſelves in the diſcharge 
of this duty of examination, "tity" your ſelyes' in' theſe Two pats 
ticulars. 


1. How your «fe&011 ſtand. 
> - 2, Howyour wi/zarcinclined. 


' x, How your «feftions ſtand, ſearch your fouls, and ſee whe- 

ther you are more in love with renting your garments,- or rentin 
your hearts z whether you are more taken with the new faſhion'd 

nodes and. gaities of a glittering, formal, exteriour profeſſion, or 
£ EM with 
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with the. old faſhion'd plainnels, and ſincerity. of Gofpe]-worſhip. - 
In 2 King. chap. 5. you have a great man coming to Elsſhatta be - 
cleared of his Leproſie, and he came. in great ſtate with his Hor- 
{'s and Chari-ts, and ſtood at the door of the houſe of EL Ay 
and Eliſha ſent a Meſſenger unto him, ſaying, Go and waſh ig. Far- 
dan ſeven times, and thy fieſh ſhall come: again to thee, and thou 
{ball be clean, yerſ. 9. 10. Now here was the.cnd- for which. he 
came; for his end was to be clean; but becauſe the meaxs to that 
end wasnot ſo formal and foll of ceremony as he would have them, 
he went away in a hufti, verſ. 15 And Naaman was wroth, and 
went away.and ſaid, Behold I thought the Praphet would ſurely.come 
out to me and ſiand and call on the name of the, Lord hs God, and 
ftrike his hand over the place, aud recover the Leger. And hecaule 
the Prophet did not follow thoſe methods in cleanſing, which 
had fancied, he turns, and wcnt away in a rage, But you fin 
that he had ſome wit in his anger z and though he. would not 
hear the Lords ſervant, yet he. wauld hear his, on: ſerught reaſon 
him out of his Choler 3 and then he, went into, Forder fqven tine 
according to the ſaying of the man of God, and was cleanſed,ver/. 
13, 14. Now examine your ſclves, whether this. be not your 
cafe; you would be cleanſed, but it muſt be by. ſuch, $ ntle and 
ceremonial methods as you fancy, os elſe you, are. wrott and go- 
ing away in a chaff, as mediums too merhanick and, hen ad | 
grandure ; try now your affections in ſuch a caſe, is. not the Fg 
plicity and plainneſs of the Goſpel an offence to. you? and are you 
not for Humane Trappings and Gapderies, that may put a greater 
finery and pomp upon them, ſo that. you are wrath-with all thoſe 
that think ſound Truths are the greatelt beauties when they* are 
moſt. #narted, and in their own dreſs ?. Sound, your. affeRions 
therefore how they ſtand in this caſe. Whether they be for in- 
ward work, renting the heart, or outward, only for renting the 
garments ; and if they give the preference to beart-work,, they ate 
certainly right, and well ſet far God ; but if to formality, cere- 
mony, and exterior obſervations,. they.. ate oſt affuredly wrong, 
how right ſozver you may think them to be. 


Secondly, Examine and ſee how your wil isinclined, and this both 
to.your ſelves, and towards others, © 
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" Firſt, To your jelves, you ſee the will of God both negatively 
and athrmatively, both in what you ſhould, and what you ſhould 
not do herein z that you ſhould rent your hearts, and that you ſhould 
not rent 'your garments; Examine then whether your wills be not 
croſs and averte to this will of God 3 that though God hath bid you 
rent your hearts, and not your garments, yet you will rent your gar- 
ments,and not your hearts: you will be for formal and exterior obſer- 
vations, rather than for that unfeigned repentance that is acceptable 
_ unto God. It is ſaid Plal. 40. 8. 1 delzght to dothy will,O God. Examine 
then whether your will takes up. a delight to be conformable to the 
will of God; you pray every day , Thy will be done on carth as it t: 
n heaven ; (earch therefore your own ſouls, and ſee whether your 
will and heart be in that peritzon, or whether you ſay it only by rote 
and cuſtom; if your will be well inclined to ir, then you will con- 
form to the will of God here in the Text, and not ſet up your poſts 
againſt Gods poſts, nor your'will again Gods will, as you certainly 
do, if you are for renting the garments before renting the 
heart; and for formal n haxk., before true and ſpiritual 
Worſhip. Many a. time in the Golpel you find our Lord 
anſwering ſupplicants, Thus be it uito thee according as thou 
wilt, O examine then your wills, how they ſtand inclined, for if 
they are not bent to God, it were mercy to you it you mils'd your 
own wills ;, So Saul found it before his converſion, he would needs 
be going to Damaſcus, (while he was breathing out blood and cru- 
elty to perſecute the poor Chriſtians there alſo): but Almighty 
- mercy prevented and made. him miſs his will, in e4#s 9, Among 
the many offcrings which were in the time of the Law, there was 
one which was called a free will-offering, to which the Pſalmiſt al- 
ludes, Pial. 119. 108. eAccepr, 1 beſeech thee, ſays he, the free-will 
efferings of my mouth, O Lord: and this offering above all the offer- 
ings ſeems to be moſt acceptable unto God ;z it was purely volunta- 
ry, becaute unconſtrained 3, therefore towards the place for the firſt 
prblick Worſhip, you find rhe people ſo liberal in this offering, thar 
Moſes was iain to reſtrain them from offering any more, Exed. 6.6. 

Now examine your ſelves, whether your wills are thus bent for 
God; whether you voluntarily and without any reluQancy or con- 
ftraint fo clofe with-this holy gleature and command of God z nor 
ts buf: your [elves about the many things of renting your gar- 
; F'2 meng 
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ments, and keeping a buſtle about the formal ceremonious outward 
modes of Warſhipz. but have your wills taken up and-wholly in - 
clined to the one and only thing neceſſary, the renting of your heart. ; 
and if upon athorow ſearch you fiad your wills ths well inclined _ 
to:;your ſelves, — 


Then Secondly, examine how they Rand as to others: for many 
are for that for themſelves, which they would deny to others ; 
they would be free themſelves in their Worſbip, but they would pur 
a force on others. Examine therefore how your wills Rand in- 
clined in this particular 3 are you willing to give another the ſame 
meaſure that you would have meeted to you again 5 do you love 
your neighbour as your ſelf, *and are willing that he ſhould rent his 
heart, and worſhip God according to the perſwaſion of. his.Con- 
ſcience; though he do not rent his garments, nor perform thoſe ._. 
formal and exteriour obſervations that you do, as you your ſelves 
are willing to worſhip Ged according to the perſwaſton of. your 


own Conſcience? are you willing to maintain the wxity of che ſpi- 


rit in th bond of peace,agrecable to that great exhortatian,Eph.4. z. 
Or do your wills incline you to break all the bonds and tyes of 
unity, love and peace, which God and Ngture have laid upon you z 
becauſe your neighbour doth not rent his garments, and perform 
ſuch formal and exteriour obſetvations as = would have him ? 
In Afar. 13- 14. our Lord put forth a Parable of a man which ſow- 
ed wheat, or good feed in his field, and in the 25th an enemy. 
came and ſowed tares among the wheat; in the 25th...verſ. the 
tares appeared, in the 29th. verſ. the Miniſters or ſervants tell 
their maſter of it; in the 23th. verſe they ask the Maſter lcave 
to root, them out , Wilt thou, ſay they, that..we go and gather 
they: up ? For they were willing to the work, had he been ſo. But 
now. pray obſerve their maſters anſwer, and the reaſon thereof in . 
the 29th. verſ. But be ſaid, nay, leſt while ye gather up the tarery. . 
3e root yep alſo the wheat with them. And in the 3Qth, ver/.. ye have 
the Maſters expreſs command, Let both grow together until the hare. 
ft ; and this harveſt aur Lord himſelf tells you (in the explana-. 
tion of this Parable) 55-the end: of the world, verl. 39. And it is 
well, we have.our_ Maſters mind in this matter, for elſc here would. - 
be, mad work: in the world ; for you ſee that the very Miniſters 
ate for Tooting up; and pray whether would this go ? —_—_ 

Wa ca ' would 
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would be an end of it ? for we reckon the Difſenters tares,” and we 
would be a rooting up of them; then the Papiſts reckon us the 
eares, and they would be rooting out of us And *cis well if the 
Tirk, do not reckon both them and us all rares, and would be a 
rooting up both them and us,and the whole Chriftian name for tares. 
So that all the bonds not only of Chr5ſtianity would be brok en, but 
thoſe of common ſociety alſo. Therefore try your wils by this 
command of your Maſters ; for admit the Diflenters were tares, 
which without a notorious breach of. Chriſtian charity you can 
never judg them to be; for truly-bite but their ot - renting their 
garments, their conformity to a few formal and exterior Ceremo- 
nies, they give as good an evidence, that they are wheat, and good 
grain, as. the beſt of us can do z but I fay admit-they were, yet 
here is the will and mind of your Lord concerning them ;, and do 
you think that he did not know what was moſt fit and propereſt to 
be done in the field of his Church? The Afniffers you ſee then 
(and I do not perceive that they have altered their temper yer) 
were eager and hot to root them up ; Welt thou, ſay they, that we 
go and gather them up; Nay, lays our Lord, leſt while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up the wheat alſo, He knew whither that 
zeal would tend, and that though it pretended to root up none 
but tares, yet it would: fall-upon- the - wheat too ; and therefore 
gives them a poſitive command, to let them both grow together un» - 
ril-rhe harveſdG, Wherefore do you find your wills ſeconding the :- 
will of God in this command ? Or have you a riſing of heart a- 
Saint it ? Examine well the matter, forif your wills conform not 
to the will of Chrift your Miaſter, everr in this particular, what- 
ever Opinion you oy have of your ſelves, you are the wor## + 
Nonconformifts that the Church hath in it ; for your Nonconfor- 
mity is of a cruel and a bloody nature, and ſuch as would make the 

Church a Shambles. .You fee what work the 1ngquifitron hath 
made in the world, and all thoſe murders and miſchiefs that it 
hath committed , have been: perpetrated under the pretence of 
plucking up of reres. Make a thorough inquiry therefore into 

your hearts, and ſearch the moſt inward receffes of your ſouls, -. 
how therinclinations of your +wills are in this point, left you alſo 

folfill that dreadful Prophecy of our Saviour, Of ſerting1aman at 
variance-againſt bis father, -and the daughter againſt ber mother, and - 

the-danghter in law-againſt her mother. iu [aw,. and make a mans * 

| foes 
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foes to be thoſe of his own houſhold, Mat. 10 35, 36. And leſt un- 
der the pretence of Law, you break all the Laws of God,” Na- 
ture, Duty, and Relation; to the obſervance of which you are 
fo ſtrigly injoined, But if you find your wills inclined to an- 
twer the will of Chriſt, and will uſe no other [force than Golpel 
arguments, and an upright converſation, to convert and turn the 
Tares to be good feed, and are willing that others ſhould live 
quietly z that rent their hearts, though they do not conform to 
tuch renting of the garments, to ſuch exterior forms and Cere- 
monies as you praRice z then have: we ground to believe, that 
God will accept # 5, and turn away that deluge of wrath which 
threatens our- K:zg, our Church, our Princes, our” Nobles, and all 
ranks, degrees, and orders of men in the Land ; for the averſion 
of which we do ſolemnize this day z and which God of his infi- 
nite mercy grant for his dear-Sons fake, our Lord: Telus Chriſt, 


e7men. 


